
 

 

Mayor Teresea Olson opened the Public Hearing for Nuisance Ordinance at 112 Glenwood 

Avenue, Glendive Montana at 7:03 on Tuesday, April 19, 2022. The following Council members 

were present Doug Baker, Leon Baker, Rhett Coon, Mike Dryden, Betsey Hedrick, Clyde 

Mitchell and Gerald Reichert and Jason Stuart. Department heads present included: Frank Ceane, 

Mary Jo Gehnert, Bill Klunder, Todd Opp and Kitty Schmid.  Others present included: Sean 

Allen, Deb Anderson, Jim Atchison, Sean Beasley, Mary Burman, Aaron Connor, Ariana 

Conrad, Josh Conrad, Tammy Dey, Tanner Dey, Todd Dey, Terra Doll, Bonnie Fehr, Jake Feist, 

Russell Feisthamel, Rick Fisher, Brant Gordon, Peggy Hansen, Lance Harrison, Brendan 

Heidner, Jerald Howard, Peggy Iba, Brett Irigoin, Alex Jeffords, Wendy Jensen, Caleb Kadrmas, 

Kari Keller, Marilyn Kutzler, Bill LaFond, Kathy LaFond, Cindy LaPlante, Jamie McMillan, 

Bruce Miller, Dallas Mitchell, Laura Moser, Hannah Nash, Lacey Newton, Taylor Patterson, 

Warren Pierce, Britny Powell, Cheyenne Price, Shawna Sargent, Michael Scales, Veronica 

Scales, Chris Schmitt, Deb Schwartz, Brad Sharbono, Don Silbernagel, Pam Silbernagel, Nathan 

Smelser, Nichole Smelser, Kody Sodt, Eric Steele, Lacey Tennant, Ty Ulrich, Tate Vaira, Patty 

Winchell, Julie Wolff, Cory Wootan, Mary Alice York  

Mayor Olson asked for testimony of the City by the County Sanitarian Brant Gordon. Gordon 

explained the nuisance petition that was filed for 112 Glenwood Avenue and notified the owner, 

Rick Fisher by writing a letter on December 20, 2021. He explained that the petition alleged that 

there is an accumulation of vehicles, equipment and junk on that property and is an eyesore to 

the neighbors and community. Gordon stated that this has been ongoing with previous 

complaints and this process was started with the previous sanitarian, Mr. Pena. Gordon was able 

to visit the property and substantiate the description of the conditions listed in the nuisance 

complaint. Dryden asked Gordon if he had been to the property recently or in the last few days. 

Gordon said he had not.  

Mayor Olson asked for testimony from the property owner, Rick Fisher. Fisher updated the 

council and said 95% of the stuff in sight is gone. There are a couple piles of lumber still there 

and he plans to build a garden shed with that wood. On the property is also a couple piles of 

firewood for a fire pit. Fisher added the snowstorm this past week didn’t do him any favors. 

Dryden asked Fisher if he felt he completed what he planned to get removed from the property 

and Fisher said yes. Dryden asked if the green pickup on Glenwood is his and Fisher replied it is 

not.  

Mayor Olson asked for any public comment. Bill Lafond-117 Hillcrest Avenue spoke to the 

Council. Lafond explained his backyard adjoins the backyard of 112 Glenwood. There used to be 

an alleyway between the properties but that was purchased by the landowner. Lafond encouraged 

the Council to closely examine the current public nuisance ordinance and possibly consider 

rewriting them. Four public nuisance petitions have been filed on this property dating back to 

2016 and we are still dealing with the same problem. The property owner has been given 

multiple deadlines, cleanup lists, threats of enforcement action with the end result being more 

items brought to the property. The property owner has given the City many promises to clean up 



 

 

the property in question. At the December council meeting last year, the property in question was 

given an April 1st deadline and here we are again for the same issue. Lafond also listed the 

vehicles currently on the property, some that haven’t been moved in years. Reichert asked if any 

recent improvements have been made as the photos given to the council were taken on March 20, 

2022. Lafond noticed on March 21, 2022 the property owner hauled a trailer load of junk from 

the property and this past Easter Sunday a second load was removed. Lafond added there are still 

many items left.  

Michael Scales-116 Glenwood Avenue- Scales is a next-door neighbor an understands there is an 

April 1st deadline that has not been met and the utility easement is still blocked. If there was a 

utility fire, tree fire or medical emergency, emergency services could not access the back 

properties as that easement is blocked. Scales understands that it is private property but the utility 

easement and public safety easement should be considered. This is getting tiring and some action 

is needed. There is a fire hazard and enough is enough. 

Jim Atchison-218 Divide Street-Mr. Atchison has lived in that house since 1968. He raised a 

family there and has taken care of a yard that he is very proud of. Atchison mentioned all of the 

dandelions and tumbleweeds from the yard across the street. It is a continuous source of stuff 

that shouldn’t be there. There have been previous meetings over the past 4 years and the 

neighbors are getting tired of it. The Monday after Easter he noticed a pickup pulling a trailer 

loaded with junk leaving the property in question. It has gone on long enough and time to get it 

taken care of.  

There was additional discussion concerning the possibility of a utility easement. Reichert 

questioned MDUs ability to sell property that carries existing utility easements. Fisher added 

when he purchased that property it was never considered an alley. Dryden confirmed the city had 

abandoned that alley. 

Mayor Olson asked three times for any proponents.  

Mayor Olson asked three times for any opponents. 

Mayor Olson asked if any of the City Council members had any additional comments or 

questions. With no further comments, the public hearing was closed at 7:21 pm.  

Dated this 19th day of April, 2022. 

Approved the 3rd day of May, 2022. 

___________________________________ 

       Teresea Olson, Mayor 

________________________________ 

Jessica Reitz, Administrative Clerk 


